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Symbolism
Symbolism is largely used in the text. The term ‘purple’ in the title of the book is used to symbolize all the great things in the world that were made for men and women to find pleasure. She survives by smelling roses. They are the only thing that keeps her alive for she is emotionally dead. Another symbolism is pants. Celie makes a decision of never to wear pants for she agrees with the society that its men’s clothing. However, when she starts a business of making pants for both men and women, it symbolized liberation from economic freedom as well as sexism.
Setting
In the book, there are different settings used by the author in her work. The book begins, the events take place in the 20th century in rural Georgia; a small village in Western Africa. This is where everything goes down. However, the setting for Celie’s story takes place in rural regions of the South. 
Tone
The book is an epistolary novel for it is told through the use of letters which Celie writes to God. The tone of the novel is sad, honest and serious. The author tries to express the hardships of her life in the healthiest way as possible. On her letters to God, it is clear she has gone through shame and embarrassment and she tries to be honest about it. She expresses strength in tries to beat all odds that comes to her life and stuck by her. 

Writing styles
The writing style is sparse and brief. She composes very short chapters and gives her stories as a letter to God to explain her tribulations and trials in the shortest way possible. The writing style is also uneducated since, in Celie’s thoughts, she has them in poor grammar and spelling and even in vernacular. This emphasizes that Celie is not educated. 
Plot
The author divides the plot into three. In Act 1, Celie is found in conflict, in Act 2, she is no close to her goals and in Act 3; she is able to resolve her predicaments. In Act 1, the book opens when Celie is in an abusive environment. The adults around her are not protective. She is raped repeatedly by Pa and gives birth to two kids from his raping. Celie’s mother is very ill mentally and shows signs of dying young. Celie teacher tries to fight for the rights of her education but throws in the towels when she realizes that Celie is pregnant. 
Conflict is created when Celie tries to protect her sister (Nettie) from Pa for what she has gone through in his hands. However, she realizes she needs to be alive both physically and emotionally. Celie is forced into marriage and she sees the opportunity to take Nettie from Pa hands. Unfortunately, Nettie is not safe in her sister’s house as she is kicked by Celie’s husbands for not giving in into his come-ons. Celie is then left alone and she is now a continual victim throughout the novel. 

A complication is created in Act 2 when the mistress of Celie’s husbands (Shug) moves in and Celie loves her.  With Shug around, Celie feels relieved since she doesn’t receive beatings from her husband and he does sleep with her. However, some of her relieve later becomes jealous. She is now in competition with her husband for her Shug’s love and attention.
The climax of the story is when Celie and Shug discover the letter their husband has been keeping from Celie for years now. Celie realizes that her husband only sends Nettie away for he loved her. She is raged by this fact and that’s when she stands up for herself. She refuses to be a victim to his husband anymore. She leaves him to join Shug at Tennessee. At this time, Celie knows that Pa wasn’t her biological father after all. She decides to take control of her life and liberate herself from victimization. 
Suspense is created when Celie returns home and many things happen. Shugs finds love and is friends with her previous boyfriend. It is unknown whether Nettle died when the ship sinks on her way back from Africa. The audience is left wondering whether Celie and her sister will reunite again. In the end, life is great and Celie reunites with her sister. The exile life of Nettie is over and Celie is free from victimization. The novel ends with an assurance that life became better for Celie and some characters in the book. She feels young again when her voice finally finds her voice.
Characters
Celie - is the main cast. She is a representation of a black woman from the 1900s. she goes through what black women used to go through. She is victimized, for years and raped as she fought for her freedom. She finally gets it towards the end of the book. 
Nettle – she is the sister to Celie and the only character in the book who loves her unconditionally throughout the book. Celie reciprocates this love for caring for her and protecting her-something she never got herself when growing up.
Alphonso – He is referred to as Pa in the book. He is a molester at the start of the book. He seems to have a fetish for young girls. He rapes Celie severally and impregnates her twice. He doesn’t get better as the book ends.
Mr.___ - he is occasionally called Albert in the book. In the book, he portrayed as a jerk even though he changes later on. He marries Celie against her will. He victimizes her while leaving together. He then brings Shug (his mistresses) to share a home with Celie. Later, his undying love for Nattie (sister to his wife) is known. As the book ends, he makes peace with everyone is now friends with Shugs as she finds love with someone else.
Harpo – he is a guy in the book who enjoys domestic things like taking care of the house and cooking - something that is not common in society.
Sofia- she is an assertive woman – different from Celie’s traits. She wins over battles and she fights anyone who tries to pick on her. 
Shug Avery - She is a woman who doesn’t know how to love. She has a weakness with people for she loves and keeps loving even when there other people in the mix.
Mary Agnes – She is presented as mousy at first and surprisingly, she is empowered after she is raped.
Corrine – She is wife to Reverend Samuel and adoptive mother to Celie’s children. She is presented as a good woman that's expected of her for being a wife to a Reverend.
Samuel – He is a minister who takes in Nettie when she escapes from Mr. __ and Pa. He is the only man that proves Nettle wrong about men dominating and victimizing women.
Grady- He is the husband to Shug Avery. He is boring and doesn’t deserve her.
Tashi – Adam’s wife
Olivia – Celie’s daughter but raised by Samuel and his wife.
Adam – Celie’s son also raised by Reverend Samuel and his wife. He is also a husband to Tashi.
Germaine - He is Shug’s lover though the relationship doesn’t last long.
Eleanor Jane – She is the daughter to the Mayor who is raised by Sofia.
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